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TERRITORIAL COURT

PRACTICE DIRECTION

Scheduling of Contested Chiid Protection Hearings

Backaround

It is imperative that contested child protection proceedings be scheduled without unreasonable
delay, and for the earliest available dates. Dates chosen must allow for the efficient use of the
scheduled time. Care must be faken not to overestimate the fime required for hearings and to
avoid adjournments resuiting from underestimates.

Avplication

This Direction only applies to contested declaration hearings. It does not apply to apprehension
hearings; they will be managed on a case-by-case basis consistent with statutory timelines.

Purposes

The purposes of this Direction are;
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2.
To ensure that all statutory timelines in the Child and Family Services Act are
met when scheduling hearings, and in a manner consistent with the best
interests of children;

To improve the efficlency of scheduling and the effective use of court time;

To provide clarity and certainty during the scheduling process.

Contested Child Protectioo Hearlngs

1.

All contested hearings will be scheduled for times that do not conflict with other
matters.

When all parlies are represented by counsel, and a hearing is estimated to take
one day or longer, it will not be scheduled until a pre-hearing conference has
been held. A pre-hearing conference Is to be held before a resident judge, and
may be by telephong. At ieast one week prior to the pre-hearing conference, the
material referred to in paragraph 4 below shall be provided to the Clerk of the
Court and to other counsal.

If a party is not represented by counsel, and a hearing Is estimated to take ong
day or longer, the parties shall appear in Territorial Court in the community where
the hearing is to be held, or where the Court so orders in any other community,
for the purpose of speaking to a hearing date, At least one week prior {o this
appearance any party represented by counsel shall file the material referred to in
paragraph 4 with the Clerk of the Court and where practicable provide coples {o
every other party who has appeared in the proceedings.

Before a hearing will be scheduled for all matters exceeding one hour, every
party represented by counsel shall provide the Clerk of the Court and any other
party who has appeated in the proceeding with a brief statement in writing that
provides the following informatlon

a) an mformed estimate of the length of the hearing;

b) the names of all proposed withesses along with a brief outfine of why the
evidencs is relevant; and

c} a list of affidavits and other material to be relied upon.

All documents to be relied on at a hearing must be r@!ovént and legible, and shall
be filed with the Clerk of the Court no later than two weeks before the hearing is
to commence, or at such other time as a judge may allow.
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6. The Clerk of the Court shall be Informed of any application to adjourn a hearing
or of any proposed consent order as soon as possible.

This Directive b;acomes effective A;iril 28, 2008,
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Dated this _/ / day of Match, 2008.

Chief Judge B.A. Bruser '



